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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants respectfully direct the Examiner's 
attention to the documents listed below and on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. A copy of 
each document so listed is enclosed. 

Japan 10-226092 

Japan 10-286972 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first-class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450 on 

November 12, 2004 

(Date of Deposit) 



Michael K. O'Neill. Reg. No. 32,622 
Itorney for Applicant) 
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These documents were cited during prosecution of a Japanese patent 
application corresponding to the above U.S. application. English language abstracts for 
these documents have been located and are attached. In addition, it is believed that U.S. 
Patent 6,409,325 is an English language equivalent of Japan 10-226092, and that U.S. 
Patent 6,102,533 is an English language equivalent to Japan 10-286972. These U.S. 
patents are also listed on the attached form PTO-1449. 

This application has received an Office Action on the merits but has not yet 
received either a final action or a notice of allowance. Accordingly, this Information 
Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and is accompanied by the $180.00 
fee specified at 37 C.F.R. § 1 .17(p). Consideration of the art cited herein is accordingly 
deemed proper, and such action is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is urged to study this information in its entirety and to form 
an independent determination of the materiality of the information to the claimed 
invention. Additionally, the Examiner is requested to indicate that this information has 
been considered by initialling the appropriate portion of Form PTO-1449. 



Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, 
California office at (714) 540-8700. All correspondence should continue to be directed to 
our below-listed address. 
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Michael K. O'Neill 
Registration No.: 32,622 
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